
REPORT TO COUNCIL ON VISIT TO STUTTGART KILLESBERGBAHN 

R&ERPS members, Steve Woods, Ian Leigh and Mary Harding visited the Killesbergbahn in Stuttgart 

on Saturday 15th August 2015 ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ άSanta Mariaέ 

which they have obtained from Spain, prior to representatives from the R&ERPS visiting Barcelona 

with a view to purchasing another locomotive. 

The Killesbergbahn runs in the Killesberg park, a very popular spot with Stuttgart residents, for a 

distance of 2,1 KM. The railway is owned by Stuttgarter Straßenbahn AG, the local tram company. 

The trains were very busy on the day of our visit. There are two Kraus pacifics in operation, which 

are from the same class as the Spanish locomotives. It should be noted that there are some very 

steep gradients on the line, in fact steeper than on the R&ER. These locomotives were well on top of 

the job with their heavy loads. 

We were given every assistance on our visit, and shown round by a Swiss locomotive driver Urs 

Polin, who is a former RH&DR driver. Thomas Stegmüller from SSB facilitated the visit. 

The locomotive was in the workshop completely stripped down. The boiler had been sent away to a 

boiler makers for repair. Urs explained there had been some corrosion and the SSB had decided to 

carry out a thorough inspection. They did not expect to have to do this but in retrospect they were 

glad they did. We must be prepared to do this at Ravenglass. It is certainly a very good piece of 1929 

German engineering. It was the ideal time to view the locomotive in its stripped down condition. 

In conclusion: 

1. Stuttgart were very pleased with the purchase. 

2. It is definitely worth pursuing viewing the locomotive in Barcelona. 

3. The locomotive is capable of handling Ravenglass conditions. 

4. The Society should be aware that as at Stuttgart the locomotive may need to be stripped 

down, and further work carried   out. Obviously there is a time and cost implication here. 

5. The locomotive could potentially be in service much quicker than building a new locomotive, 

say in 12 months. 

6. In the long run purchase of the locomotive will be cheaper than new build. 

Steve Wood ς Ravenglass 08/09/15 

 

Krauss locomotive ΨTazzelwurmΩ in operation at Killesbergbahn, Stuttgart, August 2015 



 

 

Loco prior to sale to Stuttgart, circa summer 2013 



 

 

Loco prior to sale to Stuttgart, circa summer 2013 



 

 

Pictures taken during visit to Stuttgart, 15 August 2015 



 

 

Pictures taken during visit to Stuttgart, 15 August 2015 



 

 

Pictures provided by contacts at the Killesbergbahn, Stuttgart, 13 November 2015 


